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to state how the five categories of doctors were supposed to fit
the five kinds of diseases. Apparently the two methods of enu-
merating overlap.
1.  Naturales treat contrary with contrary.
2.  Specifici or empiricists use specific remedies (page 56).
3.   Characterales or magi know cabbalistic remedies and
treat "like with like/'
4.   Spiritdes use chemical drugs  (notably in connection
with mental diseases).
5.  "Christ and the Apostles."
It is all neatly explained in his little book "Volumen Para-
mirum" the first of the so-called Para-works which he esteemed
as his major contribution to the study of man. We may trans-
late "Paramirum" as "Beyond the Miraculous" or "Toward
the Understanding of the Wonders." A few remarks shall be
devoted to each of the five Entia, except the Ens Spirituale
which will be discussed more fully in Chapter 22.
ENVIRONMENT   AND    HEREDITY
Paracelsus denied that the stars influence man directly, and
he laughed at the idea that diseases, too, have a horoscope.
His Ens Astri is concerned mainly with the material "exhala-
tions" of the stars which poison the air and may produce epi-
demics or wars. However, this meteorological environment (or
Mysterium) is all-pervading and may produce any systemic dis-
ease. Treatment is not to be undertaken while the offending
star is in the ascendant.3
In the chapter on "Nature" he even made a stronger point
against astrology. Traditional medicine discerned "critical
days," derived from the horoscope of the disease. Paracelsus re-
jected this. The crisis, according to him, was determined by